Promoting Community Wellbeing through Indigenous Science and Healing (PC-WISH)
2025 Request for Applications


The Promoting Community Wellbeing through Indigenous Science and Healing (PC-WISH) Program is seeking applications for pilot project proposals. PC-WISH is part of the Native Collective Research Effort to Enhance Wellness (NCREW). NCREW is a collaborative partnership to address the opioid and fentanyl public health emergency. Click here for more information about NCREW.

PILOT PROGRAM

This program provides funding for Tribes/Native-Serving Organizations (T/NSOs) to develop pilot research projects focusing on overdose, substance use (including opioids or stimulants), and/or pain expression, experience, management, and/or measurement that are culturally grounded, community-driven, strengths-based, effective, and sustainable.

For this pilot, T/NSO is defined as federally or state recognized Tribes and organizations with a core mission and/or a track record of serving Native communities—inclusive of Alaska Natives and Native Hawaiians—and are poised to help address priority outcomes in this population.

For this call for applications, we are particularly interested in infrastructure or formative research focused on partnering with Indigenous communities on research focused on the use of psychedelic drugs as medicine. Projects focused on psychedelics as medicine should: 1) demonstrate strong cultural engagement and expertise, and 2) be compliant with all federal and state laws, as well as Tribal regulations (if applicable). 

Applicants can request up to $125,000 (total costs) for new pilot project proposals.

ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for PC-WISH pilot funding, applications must:

· Come from a T/NSO
· Focus on addressing overdose, substance use, including opioids or stimulants, and/or pain expression, experience, management, and/or measurement (a priority will be placed on pilots proposing research on psychedelics as an avenue for treatment and/or management of substance use disorders or chronic pain)
· Enhance capacity to engage in research or improve data in your community.
· Include specific milestones/goals to measure progress throughout the project.



IMPORTANT DATES

Applications will be accepted through December 5, 2025. New awarded projects will have a period of funding from January 1, 2026–July 31, 2026.

HOW TO APPLY

Step 1: To request an application or to ask questions, contact us at: pcwish.prism@wsu.edu.
Step 2: Complete all required components of the pilot application, as outlined in this request for applications (RFA). A document with fillable fields will be provided for your responses to the questions listed on the Scoring Rubric table. A complete application includes this form, as well as the other required application components listed below in the RFA (i.e., regulatory approvals, references, letters of support, a milestone-based budget table, and a budget justification).
Step 3: A PC-WISH team member will follow up with you after your proposal submission. You may be asked to provide more information or to revise some parts of the proposal to strengthen your application.

[bookmark: Application_Requirements:]APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

All prospective pilot awardees must agree to the following terms and conditions:

1. Be willing to be classified as a sub-awardee of WSU, accepting subaward terms and conditions and any applicable requirements from the DHHS/NIH/National Institute on Drug Abuse Other Transactions award that funds WSU, as well as compliance with the federal regulations under 2 CFR 200.
2. Participate in monthly meetings with the PC-WISH team via Zoom to provide updates on progress.
3. Receive support via training and meetings with the PC-WISH team as needed and requested.
4. Participate in a site visit meeting with the PC-WISH team and the Spring NCREW meeting.
5. Complete a final 2-page closeout report at the end of the project period which will summarize activities, findings, lessons learned, and potential next steps.
[bookmark: Scoring_Rubric:][bookmark: _Hlk209711438]
SCORING RUBRIC

Please use the PC-WISH Year 2 Pilot Application Form to provide your responses to the questions that are listed on the next page. We can send you a blank copy of this form, or you can access it online here.

The information you provide on this form, along with the other required application components, will be used to evaluate your application and should be submitted via email to pcwish.prism@wsu.edu once completed.
This research program received financial support from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) Helping to End Addiction Long-term® Initiative, or NIH HEAL Initiative® under award number 1OT2DA061134-01

	[bookmark: _Hlk209711409]Background and Experience
	· Describe the community you represent or will be partnering with. 
· What is your background, experience, and the type of work you have done in the community? Please give examples. (500 words)
	20
points

	Statement of Problem, Solution, and Community Involvement
	· What is the problem or challenge you are hoping to address?
· How are you proposing to address or solve this problem? 
· How has the community been involved in identifying this challenge/problem and developing this solution? (500 words)
	30
points

	Activities (can include infrastructure building and/or research activities)
	· What activities will you engage to build community research infrastructure (e.g., hire research staff) and/or community knowledge to better understand your identified problem or facilitate or evaluate the solution you are proposing? 
· Please describe the research and/or evaluation activities (e.g., focus groups, surveys, community listening sessions) you will conduct in detail. 
· How will the community contribute to designing and implementing these activities? 
· How will you know if you are successful? How will you know if your infrastructure efforts were successful? If you are gathering data, how will you analyze it? 
· How will you obtain community approval? 
· How will you disseminate results or provide information about your project to the community after it is complete? 
· If your project meets its objectives, what will be your next steps in your research journey? (1,500 words)
	50
points

	Budget
	· Provide a milestones-based budget table listing at least 3 attainable milestones and associate a total cost estimate for each milestone. The total costs of all milestones should add up to the total amount requested. All project milestones must be completed by July 31, 2026.
· Submit a detailed budget justification that describes:
 Direct costs (personnel, benefits, travel, other costs)
 Indirect costs
	Not scored

	How can we help?
	· The PC-WISH and NCREW teams are here to help you meet your goals. How can we help you and your community with your project if you are funded? Include any training or technical assistance. (250 words)
	Not scored
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[bookmark: Other_Application_Components:]REVIEW PROCESS

Your application will be reviewed by at least two PC-WISH team members. Reviewers will use the scoring rubric in this RFA, with applications having scores of 0 (least responsive) to 100 (most responsive). We will consider if the project is eligible, feasible to complete within the time period, its potential impact, and whether it is community-driven (e.g., enhances data to improve community-prioritized outcomes).
[bookmark: We_may_request_clarification_or_revision]Applicants will be notified of final funding decisions within one month of their submission. We may request clarification or revisions to your proposal and will work closely with your team on the resubmission process. Final funding decisions will be made by the PC-WISH MPI team, with review by NIH before funding. If your application is not funded, the PC-WISH team may suggest other opportunities or avenues to support your research plans.

REQUIREMENTS AFTER FUNDING

Funded pilot teams will be asked for periodic check-ins with a PC-WISH team member to discuss progress toward milestones and to request any training or technical assistance.
Applicants will submit a final report of accomplishments, successes, and challenges in addition to summary milestone completion reports that must accompany each submitted milestone invoice.

Successful project outcomes could include completing a community needs assessment, research administration training, or developing and implementing a small, community-driven research project or data enhancement.
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For more information or questions, please contact the PC-WISH team:
Email: pcwish.prism@wsu.edu 
Phone: 206-348-7198
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